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Chinese Index Studies in the Digital Intelligence Era: Evolution,

Trends and Prospects
ZHU Yu, ZHU Yumeng & YE Jiyuan

Abstract Digital intelligence technologies are profoundly transforming the research paradigms and practical work
of index studies, creating a stark contrast between rapidly advancing practice and relatively lagging theoretical
research. This paper traces the developmental history of Chinese index studies and identifies evolutionary trends
and core contradictions in the digital intelligence era through bibliometric analysis and BERTopic modeling of
relevant literature from 2014 to 2024, thereby providing a theoretical framework and practical pathways for the
discipline’s development. The findings suggest that Chinese index studies have gone through three historical stages—
sprouting and foundation—laying, recovery and development, and transformation and deepening—and, driven by
digital intelligence technologies, demonstrate four major trends: intelligent indexing theory, domain-specific
indexing objects, academically oriented indexing organizations, and scientifically oriented indexing industry.
Furthermore, the paper establishes an integrative framework for Chinese index studies in the digital intelligence
era, revealing four pairs of core contradictions facing the discipline: opportunity versus crisis, internationalization
versus localization, theory versus practice, and originality versus contemporaneity. Accordingly, the paper
proposes four developmental pathways—seizing opportunities amid crises, maintaining traditions while embracing
innovation, integrating knowledge and action, and upholding fundamental principles while breaking new ground—
to provide guidance for the transformation of index studies from a scholarship—focused discipline to a practice—
oriented one.

Keywords index; index studies; digital intelligence era; knowledge system; disciplinary construction
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